University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

4-8-1992

Peru: President Dissolves Congress & Suspends
Constitution: Summary Of Events & Statements,
April 5 - 7
Erika Harding

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Harding, Erika. "Peru: President Dissolves Congress & Suspends Constitution: Summary Of Events & Statements, April 5 - 7."
(1992). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/8986

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 061799
ISSN: 1060-4189

Peru: President Dissolves Congress &amp; Suspends
Constitution: Summary Of Events &amp; Statements, April
5-7
by Erika Harding
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Published: Wednesday, April 8, 1992
April 5: In a statement broadcast on nationwide TV and radio at about 11 p.m., President Alberto
Fujimori, acting as "military commander-in-chief and in the name of guaranteeing order and
preserving democracy," announced that he had dissolved the congress and declared a state of
emergency throughout Peruvian territory. The president said the measures were temporary,
motivated by plans to eliminate corruption, inefficiency and excessive bureaucracy. According
to Fujimori, the "temporary and partial suspension of existing legality is not a denial of real
democracy." He described his plans for reform as "the starting point of an authentic transformation
to ensure a legitimate and effective democracy, which will permit all Peruvians to participate in
building a more just, more developed and more respected Peru." Highlights of the president's
promised reforms are summarized below. * Complete reorganization of the judiciary, including
the court system and the federal public prosecutor's office (Ministerio Publico). * Restructuring of
the federal comptroller general's office (contraloria general de la republica) in order to forestall
corruption and implement an efficient taxation system. * "Open war on drug trafficking and
terrorism." * Promote a market-oriented economy within the context of a "clean" and fully
operational legal system and an efficient and competitive economy. * Reorganization of the
education system, incorporating "national development requirements," and school construction
to generate jobs. * Decentralization of the federal government. * Substantial improvement of
the quality of life of all Peruvians over the medium term. Fujimori said citizens would have an
opportunity to express their opinions on government and constitutional reforms in a plebiscite. The
president did not mention a tentative date for the vote. Since his inauguration in July 1990, Fujimori
has been forced to deal with a congress dominated by opposition leftist and centrist parties. Many
members of the congress argued that because the administration's "economic adjustment policies"
reduce public spending on social welfare programs, the government contributes to recruitment
efforts of the Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) rebels. In addition, Fujimori has been accused of
seeking to limit freedom of expression and congressional oversight of the military. On Sunday,
Fujimori accused the congress of demonstrating "weakness and inconsistency" in the battle against
drug trafficking. Party leaders in the congress, he said, consistently obstructed "economic measures
that may lead to a correction of the situation." After Fujimori's statement was broadcast, army,
navy and air force commanders issued a joint communique expressing their "most solid backing
and support" of the president. Two hours after the broadcast, Bernard Aronson, US assistant
secretary of state for inter-American affairs, arrived in Lima, and immediately ordered to return to
Washington. Aronson was to spend two days in the capital for talks with Fujimori on economic aid,
drug trafficking and terrorism. April 6: At dawn on Monday, troops in armored personnel carriers
began patrolling the streets of downtown Lima and surrounded the congress building, justice
ministry headquarters and the attorney general's office. Soldiers were also posted at the offices of
domestic and foreign news bureaus, newspapers, radio and television stations. Deputy Fernando
Olivera was taken away by soldiers in ski masks when he and a group of supporters tried to enter
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the congressional building. He said, "This is a coup d'etat, and the Peruvian people won't stand for
it. Congress will try Fujimori for treason when this is all over." Olivera told reporters that the leaders
of the Senate and Chamber of Deputies had been arrested. During the commotion, a small crowd
gathered in front of the congressional building. A military officer ordered his troops to load and aim
their weapons at the crowd as an inducement for bystanders to disperse. One soldier pointed his
gun at two Associated Press reporters and threatened to shoot if they refused to leave. According
to local radio reports, former president Alan Garcia, Senate president Felipe Osterling, Chamber of
Deputies vice president Aurelio Lloret de Mola and several other congressional leaders were placed
under house arrest. In Lima, soldiers shut down the Antena Uno radio station, and censored reports
from the Radio Programas del Peru station. Antena Uno was broadcasting critiques of Fujimori's
actions by opposition party politicians. Abelardo Dominguez, news editor at Radio Programas said,
"We've been taken over by the police and we're being censored. All the media has been taken over."
Soldiers also closed news magazines Caretas and Si, according to Caretas editor Enrique Zileri.
In protest of the censorship, Lima newspaper La Republica published a half-blank front page and
three blank pages inside. The Radio and Television Association issued a communique calling on
Fujimori to restore freedom of the press. The government issued a decree closing all schools in Lima
for 24 hours. Leaders of the Christian Popular Party (PPC) called on Peruvians and "our brothers
throughout the Americas" to condemn "this abuse of the constitution and the law." Representatives
of the United Leftist Front, the Popular Action Party and the Popular American Revolutionary
Alliance Party (APRA), and independent lawmakers immediately issued statements condemning
Fujimori's actions. Carlos Garcia, second vice president and ruling Cambio- 90 party member,
expressed surprise at Fujimori's actions, described as "a violation of the constitution." Chamber of
Deputies vice president Lloret de Mola compared Fujimori's actions to those of former Uruguayan
president Juan Maria Bordaberry who dissolved the government and transferred power to the
armed forces. An undetermined number of legislators approved an emergency resolution asserting
that President Fujimori had "flagrantly violated the constitution and subverted the democratic
order" of the country. The resolution declared Fujimori "morally incapable" of governing, and the
office of the presidency "vacant." The legislators called on Vice President Maximo San Roman to
take over the presidency and urged Peruvians to resist Fujimori's actions. Soldiers broke up the
congresspersons' meeting by firing shots into the air and beating participants with batons. Douglas
Figueroa and Pablo Zapata, leaders of the Peruvian Workers Confederation (CTP) and the Peruvian
General Labor Confederation (CGTP), respectively, issued statements condemning Fujimori's
"autogolpe de estado" and military presence at several union offices in Lima and other cities. They
warned that Fujimori plans to establish a "civilian dictatorship." Spanish Foreign Minister Francisco
Fernandez Ordonez submitted a formal request to the Peruvian government for the release of
Gustavo Gorriti, Lima correspondent for Spanish daily newspaper, El Pais. Gorriti, a Peruvian
national, was taken into custody by 15 soldiers at dawn. The journalist is author of a book on the
Sendero Luminoso. Argentine Foreign Minister Guido di Tella said his government had called
an emergency meeting of Rio Group foreign ministers in order to evaluate events in Peru. The
Organization of American States (OAS), he added, was also planning an emergency session. Di
Tella said Argentine Ambassador to Peru Julian Licastro has been recalled in order to demonstrate
that "any nation in the Americas taking an anti-constitutional direction will be isolated by the
[American] community." Costa Rican President Rafael Angel Calderon called on governments
throughout Latin America to take diplomatic action in order to prevent consolidation of the
"political coup." Numerous organizations and governments condemned Fujimori's actions. Some
of the governments that issued denunciations within the first 24 hours of the president's statement
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were the US, Chile, France, Paraguay, Spain, Venezuela, Brazil, Ecuador, Colombia, Panama, Costa
Rica, Nicaragua, and Guatemala. The OAS permanent council and the Latin American Parliament
were also quick to respond. In a statement, the Bolivian government recently granted access to
a sea route by Lima said developments in Peru were "regrettable," and unacceptable. US State
Department spokesperson Richard Boucher said "the US regards the actions undertaken...in Peru,
including the detention of opposition politicians and legislators and the seizure of the news media,
to be an unjustified action against democracy...While we recognize that President Fujimori inherited
severe problems, we believe that these problems do not justify nor can they be resolved through
unconstitutional means." The Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) postponed finalization
of a US$221.9 million loan for Peru, but did not issue an official statement on Fujimori's actions.
[See 04/07/92 issue of LADB's Chronicle of Latin American Economic Affairs for coverage of IDB
decision.] Fujimori installed Oscar de la Puente Raygada as prime minister and transportation
minister. Absalon Vazquez Villanueva took over the top post at the agriculture ministry, and former
education minister Jaime Sobero Taira was named labor minister. US Ambassador to the OAS
Luigi Einaudi announced that Washington had suspended all economic aid to Peru to protest
Fujimori's dissolution of the congress. The only exception, said Einaudi, is humanitarian aid.
The APRA party requested that the OAS act to censure Fujimori. The party statement, released
in Venezuela, described the Fujimori government as a "military dictatorship." In Luxembourg,
the European Community warned that suspension of the Peruvian constitution could affect the
Community's "excellent relations" with Lima. Spokespersons for Radio Programas del Peru said
station telephones have been tapped, and military officers censored a live interview with a political
analyst. The Peruvian government's news service Andina reported that Fujimori had submitted a
proposal to the cabinet aimed at stamping out corruption within the judiciary system. According to
the president, the new legislation would authorize arrest of any judge "who has surrendered his or
her impartiality to party interests or demonstrated clear signs of corruption." The president said the
international community will change its attitude of "incomprehension" when the new government's
policies and orientation become apparent. April 7: Japanese Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa said
Tokyo has no plans to reconsider aid to Peru. Meanwhile, a Japanese Foreign Ministry spokesperson
said the government will consider other governments' reactions to what he called the "regrettable
setback" in Peru when evaluating whether to suspend aid. Spanish news service EFE reported
that witnesses claimed former president Alan Garcia had taken refuge at an embassy in Lima. In
a telephone interview with Mexico's Televisa network, Garcia's spouse, Pilar Nores de Garcia,
said she and her children were under house arrest. Soldiers in armored tanks had surrounded the
residence. Nores de Garcia added that her husband's whereabouts were unknown since the evening
of April 5. The German government announced suspension of aid to Peru, excepting cholera
prevention and poverty alleviation programs. Soldiers took control of prisons in Lima, including
the Canto Grande prison where hundreds of Sendero Luminoso guerrillas are incarcerated. The
rebels had barricaded two sections of the prison, and were determined to prevent entry by soldiers
and government officials. A Red Cross delegation's request for permission to enter the prison
was denied by military officers. Soldiers surrounded university campuses and other centers of
political activity. Former president Fernando Belaunde Terry said citizens' apparent lack of concern
over the political coup is the result of a government campaign to discredit the congress over the
past few months. Foreign news services reported that capital city residents have remained calm
since Fujimori's announcement. The president was greeted with cheers during a brief stroll near
the government palace. Soldiers in tanks and armed with machine-guns continued to patrol the
streets in Lima. According to results of a survey of Lima residents conducted by daily newspaper
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Expreso (Lima), most supported the president's actions. Many respondents said such measures
were long overdue. A local radio station reported that in downtown Lima, about 100 construction
workers affiliated with a leftist trade union burned a vehicle and threw stones at public buildings to
protest Fujimori's actions and military occupation of union and political party offices. The protesters
called for the release of union leaders arrested since Sunday. The incident was the first public
protest following the president's announcement. Police used tear gas and clubs to disperse the
demonstrators. At least three people were injured and five arrested. Interior Minister Gen. Juan
Briones reported the discovery of weapons caches in the home of former interior minister Garcia
Agustin Mantilla, and the APRA party's main office in Lima. Mantilla has been arrested. Briones
said the cache at the Mantilla residence included mortar launchers, machineguns, grenades, tear
gas, pistols and revolvers, night-vision glasses and uniforms. Expreso reported that the government
had issued a decree prohibiting legislators and government officials from the current and all
previous administrations from leaving the country. The National Confederation of Private Business
Institutions (CONFIEP) issued a statement requesting that Fujimori "re-establish order and
morality as soon as possible in order to allow a return to constitutionality in Peru." After describing
prevailing levels of corruption, drug trafficking and guerrilla terrorism as "unacceptable," CONFIAP
called on international organizations and foreign governments to continue supporting the Fujimori
administration "in order to contribute to the rapid re- establishment of order and law." Former UN
secretary general Javier Perez de Cuellar said imposing economic sanctions against Peru would
be counterproductive. According to Perez de Cuellar, the cases of Iraq and Haiti demonstrate that
average citizens are hurt far more than respective governments by such sanctions. The Andean
Parliament called for economic sanctions against Peru, and suggested that member-nations recall
respective ambassadors from Lima. Fujimori was accused of violating the Peruvian constitution with
the complicity of the armed forces. Parliament member-nations are Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Venezuela. Organization headquarters are located in Bogota, Colombia. In a statement
addressed to foreign diplomats in Lima, Peruvian Foreign Minister Augusto Blacker Miller said the
Fujimori administration will organize a plebiscite to endorse the new "renovation government"
within the next six weeks, and a referendum for a new constitution by mid- October. General
elections are to take place immediately following the referendum. Next, Blacker denied that Alan
Garcia had been arrested. Eighteen persons, he said, were detained, and are to be released over
the next two weeks. A spokesperson for the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) said bank
officials are waiting on the response of the OAS to the Peruvian "coup," before issuing any formal
pronouncements. In Santiago, Chilean Foreign Minister Enrique Silva Cimma confirmed that the
Chilean Embassy in Lima has provided "protection" to former president Garcia's two youngest
daughters. The minister said the two are too young to request political asylum. Silva Cimma told
reporters that the girls were home alone with a servant when soldiers arrived to conduct a search
of the premises. Peruvian Federal Public Prosecutor Pedro Mendez Jurado resigned in protest of
the "current de-facto situation in Peru." The OAS permanent council announced that a meeting of
member-nation foreign ministers to discuss the Peruvian situation had been scheduled for April 13.
In statements to reporters, Chilean Foreign Minister Silva Cimma said that while his government
was not prepared to break diplomatic relations with Peru at the moment, bilateral talks on border
demarcation have been temporarily suspended. The two governments disagree on interpretation of
a 1929 treaty. Peruvian Interior Minister Briones said "national security documents" were found in
journalist Gustavo Gorriti's possession. Consequently, Gorriti was interrogated at the armed forces
joint command headquarters. Diplomatic sources were cited by foreign news services as saying that
Gorriti was released from custody on Tuesday. In a communique, the Ecuadoran Foreign Ministry
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said Rio Group foreign ministers have reiterated commitment to democracy in Latin America,
and were extremely concerned about recent events in Peru. Colombian Foreign Minister Noemi
Sanin said Rio Group member-nations are currently engaged in an "informal dialogue" on whether
to recognize Peru's "renovation government." The International Radio Broadcasters Association
(AIR), headquartered in Montevideo, Uruguay, called on the Peruvian government "immediately
terminate all actions limiting freedom of speech and the free functioning of the news media." In
Caracas, Latin American Parliament president Humberto Celli issued a statement demanding
the immediate restitution of constitutional rights in Peru. Celli called on other international
organizations such as the United Nations, OAS and the Rio Group, and governments throughout
the world to protest the de facto coup. In a communique released in Montevideo, former presidents
Raul Alfonsin (Argentina), Jose Sarney (Brazil), Jose Maria Sanguinetti (Uruguay) and Belisario
Betancur (Colombia) condemned Fujimori's actions. [Sources: Numerous reports by Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, Chinese news service Xinhua, Ultimo
Minuto (Peru), La Republica (Peru), 04/06/92; Deutsche Press- Agentur, Notimex, United Press
International, 04/06/92, 04/07/92; Spanish news service EFE, Agence France-Presse, 04/05-07/92;
Associated Press, 04/06-08/92]

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 5 of 5

